The North to the 


B Y 
Plain Countrey Man, Inhabiting amongſt the Nortbern Hills, from 
whence the Lord ſent forth many of his Servants into the Nation, 
with the Meſſage of the Gofpel, in our Day, whoſe Going Forth was 
as the Morning, their Light ſpringing forth as the Day who hath 
| Lived to ſee the Finiſhing and Diſſolution of many of them, and the 
Vail of Darkneſs and Apoſtacy coming on again, as the Practice and Deport- 
ment of many, in divers Publick Mcetings in Freral Parts of this Nation ( Who 
have contended for Form) haye ſufficiently demonſtrated, contrary to the 
Practice of the True Church ia her Purity. 
The Conſideration of which drew him to write theſe following Lines, though 
n a plain and ſimple stile, being moſt agreeable to his Capacity, and not in- 
conſiſtant with Truth. 
Deſiring che Reader to obſerve, when he ſpeaks of the Churches Apoſtacy; 
that he means, of that Ruling, or rather O ver- Ruling Party, with their Proſe- 
lites, who call themſelves, The Church, that have Judged the Faithful to God, 
out of Unity, the True Church underſtanding no cauſe for ſuch a Cenſure, except 
they want ſubmitting Friends Affairs to their written Rules: wluch I take to be 
a Mark of Apoſtacy. 


ods Great Appearance broke forth! World ſeize our Souli, and heavy on us lye, 
in our Day, And be our torment to Eternity. 
Whoſe Meſſengers to this Effect did I hs hat h the Lord laid open to each vie w, 
ſay; | And tl, Tay of Life& Death unto all ſhew 
place | IWherein bis Juſtice greatly doth appear, 
A Witneſs in each Conſcience God did | Andwhenhe comesto Judęmeut, will be clear 
Ay the Inſhinings of his Licht and Grace, Aud euch une Rlood required at therrown 
| Dia ſhem to each one, when: vey went a ſtray hands, (Commands. 
Which if obey d, wouldlead them in the way | M ho having Rnopledęe, and broke his 
Of Life Eternal, which ſh1!1 never dye, Bur this hath been a Aliſtery 
In which, all; 17-4Pp) to Erryrmity, Through Aves, in Apaſtacy. 
But if againſt this Light w- 4:4 Rebel, Bur th Night of Darkneſs nearly / tent, 
orror of Conſcience C the P51 f Hell , Hu Men ers nith'sVord he ſeut, 
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That Gal Will to Man imparts - [Being with Righteous Armour Clad, 
By in ſecret of their hearts; And Goſpel-Preparation ſhod, 

” Touching Gg W ora, ; «| Whaſe Veſſels be tid Sault . 

In Spirit a Fi we ren,; * | That they lhns Name might Otwhific 

All fair 4 "Fl? 7 ip ere Wuſt fall, He cho ed the plainer fort of Men, 

” Inventions, which ſome, Worſhip call. | Which he prepar'd for*s Preachers then, 
Thus Goſpel-Trampeters he ſent ho were not Learn'd Rabinical, 

Our of the North, which Clouds did rent, [Yet taught of him who did them call”: 


And by their Trumpets certain ee Some Call a fromWife,and Children ſmall, 
Many awaked which lay boun - 4 


bo in Obedience gave up all; 


| 
| 


* 


Ith Grave of Sin, to G lori fie And in the Faith and Power they went 
His Omni pot ent Majeſty - To unkgown Place and Faces ſent, 
Swpowerful wes: this Voice and Call, | And th' Saving-Gafptl to them Preach't, 
Terror on Toung nd Old did fall; | Which in luis Name & Power they Teach't, 


Md through it many a ConſcienceReacht- 
Faces twrn'dpale,bearts ſtruck with fear. | Others he Rais d in younger Tears, 
This dreadful and yet joy ful Sound, ho Faithful Witneſſes appears, 
Did through the ſe Britiſh Tfles abound : Aud from their Fathers Houſe did tabs, 
Any to fc God then inclin dl, And Mlful Preachers likewiſe make, 
Tbatknew not th Light inDarkpeſs in d Hor to dibide the Word æri ght, 
This Pearl lay hid long under ground, in his Connfet walks Upright : : 
Though ſought for, yer by few was found; [Both Touug & Old who kept their Station, 


And when his Preſence did ap py , 


But inthe Lords appointed T ime, Prophets and Preachers to their Nation: 
The Light out of Darkneſs did ſhine, And what I here do teſtiſie, 
And then out of Obfenrity Fach North and South may verifie. 
Break forth with great Celerity ; Their Godly Labours he did bleſs, 


And when tht Darkneſs thus eclin d, | Unto the Churches great Succeſs ; 
Son mongſt the Northern hills did ſhine, | Who then came Flocking in apace 
And in ſuch ſplendor to behold, Turm d Innard to Gods Light and G race; 
The Fame thereof i'th South was told; To which his Servants did direſt, 
Whoſe Riſing was to Admiration, Knowing *twould Righteouſneſs effect; 
Which-was confirmedthrough this Nation, | In leſs than half an Age of Time 
From which Illuminating Rays, Thouſands did flock to Gods Enſign 
- BothNorth & South his Name may praiſe. | Of Light, his Miniſters held out, 
Then Reformation did begin, Which People gather d then about : 
Hundi New Creation known within, And in ſhort time our Eyes — 
75 
arr. 


x Then ef New Heavens & Earth could tell | Church-Gatber'd numerous to 
| Where Truth and Righteouſneſs do dwell : | And in more Beauty nom 


The Deſerts then came for to yield Than She had done hundreds of Fours f 
More Plenty than the Fruit ful Field. Her Lights did ſhine, their Lamps did bum u 
God in his Servants by his Word, . [Which ſhew'd her Wilderneſs Return 


Wrought this effect, which thus occur'd ;. Co obvious in the World was She, 
TI k | De- 


ow # 
- 
_ — 


1 
"I a. 


.- 


Deſcribed UE Janecence, 
Adorn d with ¶ artuaus Qruaments, 
Terfumd mith Oden faraus Scents, 
That 1 2 aria lu oe 
Azrain to th Wilderneſs 
: . * wound and gear, 
Conſs dering 4 fate before, . 
In this ſame Age and Tame to ſee, 
— r Abo 

that ws * ind 
= God the-Lord bath been, and Kind, 
And that in Her Reveal'd bath been 
What Good Men wiſht,; and have not ſeen; 5 
It reſts upon chem Seal, 
That's true to. I&el's . z 
Remembriug tbeſe joyful Days, | 
Re ſembliug Tears of Jubilar: 
When She did kgep a 
Like as the e 
Then fem Labows She tech ceaſe, | 
Reſting an im who g u hay Peace:  » 
How. nat# Her did le, RY, 
As Doves amo the Nu⁰ Ny, 
Aoſt ami able to behAw t 
Flocks Gathered, Refling in the F old, 
Sweetly in r „ vun 
In Innocence, ſearing a Y \ 
Nor in the Fud was puſh a ag 
Though into it were 2 
Which then came 
To hear her Wiſe 


No jarringiheu — 8 1 
I Great Suapherd of piece Inga r theres 
Each one in Peace | 


Her Miniſters ans bie wor. 0 ( 
Which did the Heavenly fon. Few od 
Moſt pleaſant ix the Church ts n =. 
Many ſtram , Gars in ber mm,, 


Supported by.th' Alm r 0 

Then in thoſe glorious Gaſpeſ-Nayr 
Was ſeen ons Chrone th) — of Day, 
Au great audlitt le Stars appear, * 


8 Shining i in order in their Sphere: 


A 2 Then 


ler 
Then in the Charch Sinceriey, 
Was priz'd above Formality; 1. 
And Praiſe aſcends as with one Voice, . 
Tegether th; Morning Stars rejoyce, | 
And then in her the Light did ſhine, 
Opening deep Mifteries Divine; 
Such ſacred things reveaPd hath been. 
As FVultreu Eye hath never ſeen, 
When I look back for to aſpett, 
Theſe Days, my Soul, greatly affect, 
2 pirit, they almoſt inſpire, 
on my Altar kindle Fire, 
Who knew theſe things, and yet forget, 
ay for the Kingdom prove unfit. 
Then th*. Church of Glory wore a Crown, 
But now, alas ! her Sum goes down ; 
She in great Splendor then did ſhine, 
But now her Beauty-doth decline; 
Once cloath'd with comly Or br 
Di robin now ſends forth il Scent o; 
Some that in her as Light ſhin'dclear, 
Now growing dim, like Clouds appear : © 
But wo unto, that Max or Place, 
That brought upon Chriſts Ohureh, Di ſgrace 
Better tad been, if they, or he © 
Had ſunk ith bottom of the Sea 
How happy had She beenthis day, 
If She th Antient Way, 
Th Nation for her ſake been Weſt, 
And She her Peace in God poſſeſt; 
Then had ſhe ſtill more Glories Crown, 
Her Sun had nos been going down. 
Thu former Glory is paſt and gone, 
And Tyr annyi i'th Conch comes on, 
When Antient Paſtors enoſtly ſeep, 
Who into th? Fold gathered the Sheep; 
Whoſe ſenſe of loſs of them is deep, 
WW hich cauſethtir Flocks in ſecree weep, 
When Conſcience _ to Slavery 
Mens Rules Tmpoied ta wall by : 
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This Faith and Conſcience doth invade, 
Which Truth and Reaſon ſhould per ſwade; 


hen 


When we the Goſpel did . 
Our Conſeience witneſs to it gave : 

Int Goas, or Mens Way that's chang'd now, 
That of this Teſt ſhe'l not allow; 

The Truth, it will the Teſt indure, 

And th* more it's try d, —_— pure; 

But I do take it for their Pride, 

ho on ambitions Wings do ride, 

Who would have Faith pin d on their Sleeves, 

Ti wy Believe, as th Church Believes. 

Yet if they'l right Diſtinftions make, 

Wee'l grant it, and for Truth it take ; 

But if Shel make Laws, and compel, 

"And out of her all ſuch expel, 

And caſt ont of her Unity 

Who with her Rules can't comply, 

As ſuch, in Her we cammot belrove, 

Nor pin our Faith upon Her Sleeve. 

But in this Practice Sbe hath been, 

Our Ears have heard, and Eyes have ſeen : 
Therefore let none offended be, 

We ſay, This is Apoſtacy. 

Will ſhe preſcribe aForm wherein he muſt remain, 
That th Heaven of Heavens of old could not con- 
No ſuch Commiſſion yet we have, (tain? 
Obeying Her, New Laws can ſave. 0 
And ſince theſe things i th Church took place 
Dayly on her bath come diſgrace ; 

And greatly there is cauſe to fear 

The Wolves again the Flock may tear. 

Her late Procedur's not the way 

That the Flocks into the Fold did draw, 0 
Nor like his Voice, nor like his Call, 

Who is great Shepherd over all, 

Th' Pretended Church uſurping Power, 

Gives Satan advantage to devour : | 
Drawing from the Life of Reſtoration, . 

To practice Excommunication 

Of thofe who do true witneſs bear 

Unto the Truth of God in Fear; 

This is not the Spirit which is free) 

Ordain'd for Captives Liberty; 


[6]. 

Who have Gods Meſſengers "a 
They and their Meſſage diſreſpeited, 
And ſowing of Diviſions Sead, | 
Have made the Churches ſorely bleed; 
'Tis they that brought her to this State, 
That Brethren Excammunicate ; 

By Innocence how is ſhe known, 

Whoſe Practice hath ſuch Rigor ſhown, 
And yet can give ns reaſon why, 

But Her Preſcriptions not walkt by 
And this bath caus'd Her thus to Rage, 
Like as ſome did in former x : 
Mother Ignorance, though old, I fear 
May yet Conceive, and Children Bear-: 
But yet ¶ hope there thouſands be, 
That ſerve God in e 
What e re Aſſemblies may decree, 

Can to Inventions how no Knee, 

Whoſe Faith and Hope ãn God doth ffn, 


Fears not Excommuncatsofts Brand: 


But looking back, ſtill think upon 
The Glory of thoſe Days are gone, 
Compared withtheſe preſent Times, 
Might cauſe my Pen wrote penſive Lines, 
Whenthoſe who had th Gojpel to-preach, 
Have not been ſuffered it to traihb. 
This often ſuundoth iu my kur, | 
That Famine of the Word draws near, © 
The greateſt Judgmem that can fall 
Upon 4 Poople, Great or Small. 
Then ſuch too late may call ta mind, 
How to Gods Serwaiits they mere mhsual 7 
And ſince to them they leud no cui, 
They from the Lord no word may brur, 
And this there is mort cauſe uu fer 
Than the ſhar p ſmiting Smond ur Speer. 
And 8 to ſee tho 2 Nen, 
In gathering which many avere uf. 
Thi is be the — 2 
As may be known in future Tomes, 
And children unborn may wrep, 
When the Goſpel Planters full aſleep; 


* % - f | 


in thi Land Chriſt be not found, 
or to be heard the Goſpel Sound, 
Then doubtleſs: wof ul Days come on, 
When once the Goſpel Sound is gone; 
People may wander far and nigh, 
And Springs, Fount ains, ſhalibe ary, 
Then withered ſhall be their Goara, 
hen ther 5a Famine of theWord : 
| But G od deliver us, 1 pray, 
Mie never ſee this woful Day : 
A wounded Spirit would us grieve, 
When there is zo one to Relieve. 
Sad Symptoms of theſe things appear, 
This Judgment may be drawing near; 
When as the Church ſo buſie be, 
To Compel to Conformity : 
When written Rules muſt be our Guide, 
Which th Spirits Leadance lays aſide : 
And when Church Orders muſt tale place, 
Above the. Inward Truth and Grace : 
Elſe to what end do they decree 
To ſentence out of Unity, 
Only for Non-conformity : 
Forcing to Practice (is blind Zeal 
That which the Lord doth not Reveal : 
Her Practice (hews if ſhe had Power, 
She'd force her Cuplike to the Whore : 
Then from the great eſt to the Leaſt 
None buys nor ſells, but th Mark. thBeaſt 
Ter s hop d there s many would not ſup 
Of the Abomi nation Cup; 
But ſuch Procedure may procure 
True Church for to remain obſcure : 
TheW hore would then great painting make, 
And for the Spouſe her ſelf will take, 
And many by her be miſled, 
True Church to th Wilderneſs being fled : 
Theſe things theſeTimes too much concern, 
Although ſome may againſt it ſpurn, 
Tet I their Cenſures do not fear, 
Nor frowning Conntenance auſtere - 
Judgment to the Son commit, 
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| Further tis in m Mind to ſay; 
And witneſs beep to the . way, 
The Light of ih Sun which God had ſer, 
Did and doth Summon to Repent ; 

No cther way be bath made kuown, 
Which leadeth to Salvation, 

Subjettion to this Light gythin, 

True Reformation doth gin; 

It calleth for Sincerity, 

And to walkin Integrity, 

To ſerve God with an Upright Heart, 
And from each evil way depart; 

| This is that Antient Way and Path, 


| Through Ages walkt the Righteous hath ;, 


And yet the New and Living Way 

God hath revealed in our Day; 

No Devil into thu Transform, 3 
Though call i th Church for Uniform, © * 
Into Impos d For mality * 
May enter pgreateit Hypoeri ſy, 

And into Ceremonial Rites 

May enter greateſt Hypocrites; 

But into th Light and Grace within, 
Hypocriſy ne re enters in : a 
No Out ward Forms pre ſerib d can ſave, 
Nor Ran ſome au, from the Grave; 
Therefore there ought great care to be, 

To what is preſt- Conformity 

Conformity avails no whit, 

But to the Mind of Chriſt ſubmit : 
Grant this, why is their laid ſuch ſtreſi 
On Outward Rules, Conſcience to preſs : 
If not obeyd, then out they cry, 

Th' Church with you hath no Unity. 

It is a weakly Unity 

That conſiſts tn Conformity, 

Stronger's the Bond, Surer s, the Tye. 
Where Truth is Cords of Unity; 
Gathered Aſſemblies underſtand 

C onſcience's not bound to your Command, 
Neither to you doth appertain 

To Compel Conſcience, or Reftrain 


Who Fudge of Quick, and Dead ſhall fit, | 


In 
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7 ire of Nor ſbip it ig not fir | Heavenly was their Society, © 
* * | Rales decreed ſhould . it 5 Great — Piety, Jy * 
| t 


It appert aint to God on hugh, Meeting together to converſe; N 
Who Rules on Earth and above the Sky, | Would many heavenly things rehe arſt, 
Conſcience it i a Receptacle i Makin 2 deep Miſteries appear 1 
What God to Man doth preach, Unto our Underſtandings clear, 
And in Man, that's bis Tabernacle, Opening to us the Heavenly way, 
Who his Statutes doth teach. Clear as the Light is at Noon B55. 
Therefore who doth this Place aſſume, '| Twas no ſmall Mercy, may we ſay, 1 
They are U ſurpers and preſum: That we were brought forth in their Da 
His Throne for to aſcend, Nor the leaſt Merey that we ſee, | 
And greatly God offend, A Remnant of this Stock yet be, 
Who through his Spirit of Truth & Grace, | Who th Goſpel Truth do ſtill aver, 
For himſelf ſantifies this Place. And from the Antient Path not err : 
This I would add ere I give ore, In contemplation of this deep, 4 
Not knowing where I may write more; Both Heart rejoyce, and Eyes do wee y; 
For Time ow ſhore alotted here, And Matter fl it doth indite, 4 
When me be gone, and diſappear ; 'T were endleſs for my Pen to write, | 
Gods Servants do haſte off the Stage, For that a Depth there doth remain, 
The Lord ſeems to cut ſhort this Age; Which Tongue nor Pen can no re explain ©; 
Though he by them great thin?s hath done, | And yet 1 faint to think upon q 
Their Time mas ſwift, as Poſts that run, Th' danger of th' Flock when they are goneß 
W'hoſeCourſe ſeem'd Run before ripe Are, Though God is able to ſupply, | 
Which ſomething may to us pre ſage, If they alone in Caves ſhould Iye, 
Though as a Secret it be ſeal'd Then on his Graces ſufficience - 
From all but to whom God Revyeal't : Let's all have our Dependence, 
Many who have the Vineyard dreſt, Here I ſhall reſt and make an end, 
Mo in the Fathers boſome reſt : | And all unto this Grace Commend; N 
And from their Labours now do ceaſe, + | Councel that's antient and profound, 4 
In full Enjoyment of Heavens Peace, And through this Nation once did ſound. 
And laſting Joys, which never fail, | by 
* Whil ſt we their Abſence here bewail: | 
But their bleſt Memory makes us glad, | 
Mi xing our Foys with Sorroms ſad: | 
And that which further ſætisſie, | 
Death could not break our Unit v. 
| 


Boing inclin'd thus to rehearſe 

Theſe folid Tryths in ſimple Verſe, 

Needing no flouriſhing Elegance, 

The Subject of it ſelf*s, Subſtance. = 

And when our Pilprimage is at an end, 

& Hope to partake with them, Joys that ty an- 
5 ſeend : | | 
4 Aud in the interim do caſt in this AH. up 
iT bem to make hom] to future age eli on, | 


Wrote in the 10th. Month, 
1682. 


